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OPINION 1422

Ichnotropis Peters, 1854 (Reptilia, Sauria): conserved

Ruling

(1) Under the plenary powers the name Thermophilus Fitzinger, 1843 is hereby

suppressed for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle

of Homonymy;

(2) The name Ichnotropis Peters, 1854 (gender: feminine) type species, by sub-

sequent designation by FitzSimons, 1943, Ichnotropis macrolepidota Peters, 1854, is

hereby placed on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology;

(3) The name capensis A. Smith, 1838, as published in the binomen Algyra capensis

(the valid name at the time of this ruling for the type species of Ichnotropis Peters, 1 854)

is hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology;

(4) The name Thermophilus Fitzinger, 1843, as suppressed in (1) above, is hereby

placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invahd Generic Names in Zoology.

History of case 2377

An application for the conservation of Ichnotropis Peters, 1 854 was received from Dr
W. R. Branch (Port Elizabeth Museum, RSA) and Dr R. G. Broadly (National Museum,

Zimbabwe) on 27 April 1981. After correspondence a revised case was published in

BZN42: 89-90 (April 1985). Notice of the possible use of the plenary powers was given

in the same part of the Bulletin as well as to twelve general and five specialist serials. No
comment was received.

Decision of the Commission

On 1 September 1986 the members of the Commission were invited to vote for or

against the proposals set out in BZN 42: 90. At the close of the voting period on 1

December 1986 the state of the voting was as follows:

Affirmative votes —1 7: Alvarado, Bayer, Cocks, CorUss, Hahn, Halvorsen, Kraus,

Lehtinen, Melville, Mroczkowski, Ride, Savage, Schuster, Thompson, Trjapitzin,

Ueno, WiUink

Negative votes —1 : Kabata.

Holthuis was on leave of absence. No votes were returned by Bernardi, Cogger,

Dupuis, Gruchy, Heppell and Starobogatov.

Dr Kabata commented: 'The use of Ichnotropis clearly contravenes the Principle of

Priority. The applicants claim that its preservation is necessary to preserve nomencla-

tural stability. I believe they have failed to substantiate their claim. The number of

publications in which Ichnotropis was used is not really great and the taxon itself is of

only moderate interest. Hence a return to the original name would not cause any

hardship or significant confusion.'

Original references

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists and an Official

Index by the ruling given in the present Opinion:

capensis, Algyra, A. Smith, 1838, Magazine of Natural History and Journal of Zoology , Botany,

Mineralogy, Geology and Meteorology, 2: 94

Ichnotropis Peters, 1854, Monatsberichte der Koniglichen Preussischen Akademie der Wissen-

schaften zu Berlin, 1854: 617

Thermophilus Fitzinger, 1843, Systema Reptilium ... p. 21.


